
Starksboro Public Library Minutes 5/11/2020 
 
PRESENT: Board Members: Chris Runcie, Liz Fairchild, Katie Antos-Ketcham, Judy Kessler, Celina Aiguier, recorder. 
Librarian: Catherine Goldsmith.  The meeting was held by video conference. 
SECRETARY REPORT: 
A motion to approve the 4/30/2020 meeting minutes as written was seconded and approved by voice vote. 

 

LIBRARIAN’S REPORT: 
Maintenance: Catherine has contacted Bruce Rublee (plumber) to get an estimate on putting in a hot water heater for the 

bathrooms. There isn’t hot water in the bathroom sinks. Due to COVID-19 mitigation, it will be important to have patrons 
and employees wash their hands prior to entering the library. Catherine is looking into funding for this heater and for the 
work. She also mentioned that electrical work may be needed for the installation. Chris said she will need to talk to the 
Selectboard. All the Board members agreed that having hot water in the bathroom will be a good improvement. Catherine 
mentioned she is looking into getting a plexiglass sneeze guard for the desk area for when the library will open. She said 
that it may hang from the ceiling. She has contacted Aqua Vitae to see if they have hand sanitizer available for the library. 
She hasn’t heard back from them yet. Celina mentioned there may be a program through the United Way to receive hand 
sanitizer. She will look into this as well. 
Catherine said there is a webinar on the 14th from the Institute of Libraries regarding COVID related funding for libraries.  
Cubrside pickup/deliveries: Catherine said curbside pickups are going well and that Liz is still delivering books.  She is 
putting returned books in cardboard boxes and leaving them there for quarantine. Chris mentioned we could use 
rubbermaid bins. Katie asked if she knows the ratio of curbside pickup versus deliveries. She did not have that ratio but 
the circulation from March 16th-April 16th was 161 books.  
Courier: Catherine mentioned that Green Mountain Messenger no longer has this contract with the Department of 
Libraries. She said there is a new courier and when this service does start the new service can do pick ups on Thursdays, 
which is ideal.   
Front Porch Forum:  Chris wondered if we should be advertising curbside pickup on FPF. Katie wondered if this should 
come from the Trustees. Catherine said it would be great if the Trustees mentioned the library on FPF. Liz said she could 
post a message on FPF about delivery. Katie could also add a post to FPF about the library. Katie mentioned that she 
noticed she is not able to put Starksboro books on hold using Catamount. Catherine said this is because libraries are not 
using ILL right now so putting books on hold is not an option. Patrons can email Catherine to get the books from the 
library.  
Financial Report: Catherine said that most of the budget lines have been spent. Not all of the utilities have been 
accounted for. There may be enough before the end of the fiscal year to pay for the water heater. There will also be a 
partial refund from Green Mountain Messenger as the library pays for a year of service but they stopped deliveries before 
the end of the fiscal year due to COVID-19 regulations. Liz mentioned that if there is not enough for the heater from the 
budget we may be able to get a grant from Neat Repeats.  
Future programs: Catherine mentioned the summer reading program. She was wondering if the library could use some 
space at the top of the garden for a summer reading program. She was also wondering if this would be a good space to 
read to the preschoolers if they are having a summer program.  Celina mentioned that this may need to go through the 
Selectboard. She may be invited to a meeting soon regarding the garden space and could talk about this. Catherine said 
she would like the library to host an online game using the Cahoot application. She had participated in a trivia game 
through the history museum and it was a lot of fun. She was wondering if we could ask Dan Dubenesky to host the game. 
The questions could be about Starksboro history. Chris said she could check in with Dan to see if he would be interested 
in being a host for this type of game. Katie mentioned that this type of game does take a lot of preparation for a short 
game. The group will need to come up with questions and answers and prepare a presentation. Celina mentioned she 
could help with the presentation. The timeframe to host this would be early June. Catherine also said this game could be 
directed toward a younger group. She has heard of a group having a “Harry Potter” themed trivia game using Cahoot and 
it was very popular.  
Community planning: Katie wondered how the library could support the community as Camp Common Ground is not 
having their regular summer camps. Catherine said she had recently heard from Connor Timmons (director of Camp 
Common Ground) and he recommended that Catherine apply for a book mobile grant from the Lois Lenski Foundation. 
She also mentioned that the library could apply for a Walter Cerf grant for books that would appeal to the “tween” age 
group.  
Coronavirus/COVID-19 discussion: Catherine mentioned that Cathy Duclos and other people in Starksboro are making 
masks and providing them to the community. She was thinking the library could keep some extra masks for the 
community as well. She could also look for disposable ones.  
 
Our Library goal: To stay vibrant and relevant and to support the needs of the community. 
What does our community want? 
How can the library help?   
 



Discussion for future meetings: 

Kitchen 
Renovation 
 

Library 
Planning Matrix 

Library 
Security 
Device 

Strategic 
Planning 

Community 
Conversations 

Fundraising 

 

Background: 
• March 11, 2020: The World Health Organization (WHO) declares Coronavirus/Covid-19 (SARS-CoV-2) outbreak a 

pandemic. 

• March 13th: Vermont Governor Scott declares a state emergency and closes schools until April 6th. 

• March 16th: Starksboro Public Library closes its doors to the public and implements “Library on the Go”, curbside 

pick-up and 7-day book return quarantine. 

• March 24th: Governor Scott issues a “Stay at Home, Stay Safe Order” https://governor.vermont.gov/press-

release/governor-phil-scott-issues-%E2%80%9Cstay-home-stay-safe%E2%80%9D-order-directs-additional-

closures 

• March 25th:  Jason Broughton, the Vermont State Librarian states that he cannot ask libraries to stop curbside 

deliveries but recommends that  Vermont Libraries discontinue curbside pickups  “to reduce the number of 

Vermonters unnecessarily being out and about conducting activities.” 

https://libraries.vermont.gov/covid19/departmentpost/post032520 

• Katie sends out an email from a State Library Listserv showing the post above.  Concerns were brought up with the 

current curbside practice based on the exponential growth of COVID-19 cases in Vermont and the guidance and 

recommendations of State officials. 

• March 26th: Board stops curbside pickups 

• March 30th: Board discussion on what to offer the community as library is no longer offering curbside service 

• April 10th: Governor Scott extends Vermont Stay at Home order until May 15th 

• April 10th: Governor Scott extends Vermont Stay at Home order until May 15th 

• April 13th: Board votes to reinstate curbside service only when the Governor lifts the “Stay at Home, Stay Safe” 

order. 

• April 24th: State of Vermont Executive Department issues addendum 11 to the Work Smart & Stay Safe order, In 

this addendum, there is verbiage that states “Libraries may allow for curbside pickup for lending in accordance with 

guidance issued by the Department of Libraries” (item 4. e.). 

• April 2oth: Board votes on home delivery based on the policy established by the library and Board effective 

immediately. 

• April 30th:Board votes to reinstate curbside pick up on Monday May 4th.  

 

Meeting adjourned.  
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Celina Aiguier 
Next regular meeting June 8th, 4:30 pm by video conference 
 


