
STARKSBORO PUBLIC LIBRARY SPECIAL  MEETING MINUTES 3/30/2020 

 
PRESENT by video conference: Board Members: Chris Runcie, Judy Kessler, Liz Fairchild, Katie Antos-Ketcham, 
Celina Aiguier, recorder, Catherine Goldsmith, Librarian. 
 

Background: 
• March 11, 2020: The World Health Organization (WHO) declares Coronavirus/Covid-19 (SARS-CoV-2) outbreak a 

pandemic. 

• March 13th: Vermont Governor Scott declares a state emergency and closes schools until April 6th. 

• March 16th: Starksboro Public Library closes its doors to the public and implements “Library on the Go”, curbside 

pick-up and 7-day book return quarantine. 

• March 24th: Governor Scott issues a “Stay at Home, Stay Safe Order” https://governor.vermont.gov/press-

release/governor-phil-scott-issues-%E2%80%9Cstay-home-stay-safe%E2%80%9D-order-directs-additional-

closures 

• March 25th:  Jason Broughton, the Vermont State Librarian states that he cannot ask libraries to stop curbside 

deliveries but recommends that  Vermont Libraries discontinue curbside pickups  “to reduce the number of 

Vermonters unnecessarily being out and about conducting activities.” 

https://libraries.vermont.gov/covid19/departmentpost/post032520 

• Katie sends out an email from a State Library Listserv showing the post above.  Concerns were brought up with the 

current curbside practice based on the exponential growth of COVID-19 cases in Vermont and the guidance and 

recommendations of State officials. 

• 3/26/2020: Board stops curbside pickups 

 

 

Meeting Discussion on how the library can continue to offer services to the community 

• Katie asked the group to check in to see how they are feeling. She then noted that this is an uncomfortable 
change and our next challenge is to see how we can continue to offer services to the community. She mentioned 
to Catherine that if she is receiving negative feedback from the community regarding ending curbside pick up she 
should forward these to the Board.  

• Catherine noted that the library is an equitable gathering place and not all patrons come to the library to only read 
books. There are some people in the community who will miss being able to come to the library as part of their 
regular routine. Celina was wondering if Catherine could reach out to them by phone. Catherine thought that this 
could be a possibility. 

• Catherine said that she spoke to a patron about the availability of e-books. She noted that not all patrons are 
eager to read e-books as they prefer books. Chris mentioned she really loves audio-books and other Board 
members echoed this. Catherine stated it could be helpful if Chris could encourage audiobooks via Listen Up 
Vermont/LIBBY app to the community.  When asked how this could be done, Catherine thought it could be useful 
if Chris tried the app and wrote something in Front Porch Forum (FPF). Chris agreed but said she would need 
instructions. 

• Liz said she would be willing to deliver books so that only one person would be going out of her home. She has 
been in complete isolation since the stay at home order.  

• Chris said she’d like the board to consider other ways the library could provide resources to our community given 
the decision in our previous meeting.   

• Some ideas that came out of the discussion:  Patron meet-up in the parking lot and chat from their cars,  a 
community song from village houses, the library hosting different types of video conference meet-ups such as 
talking about books or just chatting with each other. After some discussion, it was emphasized that the library 
should not be asking patrons to go out and drive to places per the Governor’s “Stay at Home” order. We should 
not have free books on the porch that people would be handling. No vote was held.  

• Katie said she really wants to help support in any way she can and could provide a program to the community if 
there is a need. Celina also mentioned she would host a program for the library by video conference.  Chris said 
that the Library is no longer providing a program for the preschool and this might be a place to start. Katie and 
Celina will meet to discuss this option before the next Trustee meeting 

• Catherine requested that the trustees make some sort of public statement about the library staff still working and 
the library still being here for residents, to supplement the FPF posts from the staff.  She wanted to be sure that 
when looking into different programs or thinking about ideas it is important to reach out to the community and ask 
them what they would like from the library, to be seen as asking rather than telling.  

 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Celina Aiguier 
The next meeting will be by video conference on Monday 4/13/2020 at 4:30 PM.  



 


