
STARKSBORO PUBLIC LIBRARY EMERGENCY MEETING MINUTES 3/26/2020 

 
PRESENT by video conference: Board Members: Chris Runcie, Judy Kessler, Liz Fairchild, Katie Antos-Ketcham, 
Celina Aiguier, recorder, Catherine Goldsmith, Librarian. 
 
Curbside pick-up/”Library on the go” discussion: 
Background: 

• March 11, 2020: The World Health Organization (WHO) declares Coronavirus/Covid-19 (SARS-CoV-2) outbreak 
a pandemic. 

• March 13th: Vermont Governor Scott declares a state of emergency and closes schools until April 6th. 

• March 16th: Starksboro Public Library closes its doors to the public and implements “Library on the Go”, curbside 
pick-up and 7-day book return quarantine. 

• March 24th: Governor Scott issues a “Stay at Home, Stay Safe Order” https://governor.vermont.gov/press-
release/governor-phil-scott-issues-%E2%80%9Cstay-home-stay-safe%E2%80%9D-order-directs-
additional-closures 

• March 25th: Joshua Muse, the Vermont State Librarian sends out a recommendation to Vermont Libraries to 
discontinue curbside pickups  “to reduce the number of Vermonters unnecessarily being out and about conducting 
activities.” https://libraries.vermont.gov/covid19/departmentpost/post032520 

• Katie sends out an email from a State Library Listserv showing the post above.  Concerns were brought up with 
the current curbside practice based on the exponential growth of COVID-19 cases in Vermont and the guidance 
and recommendations of State officials.  

 
*Due to the expectation that the legislature would change open meeting law - per the Declaration of State Emergency - 
this meeting was held without warning or an option for the public to attend. 

 
Zoom Meeting Discussion: 
 

• Chris mentioned she is concerned that the Town could become liable if someone gets sick from the current library 
practice.  She also felt that it is not up to the Library to be scientists and determine if we are putting others at risk. 
She expressed that it’s better to be cautious.   

• Liz mentioned there has been a recommendation from the Governor to stay at home and we should be cautious 
and encourage the community to follow his directive.  

• Katie mentioned it is important to respect the strongly-worded suggestion from the Department of Libraries and 

she noted that she can’t be a scientist and feels that trusting the Department’s guidance is wise.  
• Celina has been following the stats from the Vermont Department of Health as well as a new recommendation 

from the Vermont Department of Libraries and decided it makes sense to stop the curbside pickup at this time.   

• Judy agreed to curtail curbside pickup to err on the side of caution.  

• Catherine stated that the service has been very appreciated by the families that have used it.  Two families have 
even made two pickups each within 10 days.  She disagreed with the Board and felt that stopping the curbside 
pickup would be a detriment to the community in a time of crisis. She noted that not everyone in the community 
has the technology or the desire to access online resources.  She said that the State Librarian who is new to his 
position, and Vermont, does not seem to understand VT’s small-town libraries and does have the power to close 
libraries. She also feels the science is clear on the issue of how long the virus lives on paper and plastic (Centers 
for Disease Control announcements).  The Governor’s announcement allows businesses to transact business if 
they can do in without “in-person” contact.  Municipalities are also handled separately in the Declaration of 
Emergency. 

• Members of the Board stated that this is about safety and will revisit this in the future. No vote was held  Katie 
mentioned it will be helpful if we can meet again to discuss ways the library can provide services to the 
community in light of this change. All agreed to meet by video conference on Monday.  

 
Catherine will post the update of discontinuing curbside pickup to Front Porch Forum (FPF),  on the door of the library as 
well on the Library website. 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Celina Aiguier 
 
The next meeting will be by video conference on Monday 3/30/2020 at 9:00 AM.   To join by phone: +1 530-341-8629 
PIN: 905 121 572# 
 


